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Odili Donald Odita  
3  S T E P S  F R O M  C E N T E R  

Feb 3 – Apr 16, 2022 
 

 
 
THE IRA H. & SUSAN P. THOMSEN FAMILY GALLERY 
 
Internationally renowned artist, Odili Donald Odita—who immigrated with his family from Nigeria 
to Columbus, Ohio in the 1970s—will spend two weeks in Dayton creating a site-specific mural 
for The Co’s galleries, drawing upon both his own cultural experience and the history at play in 
The Dayton Arcade, one of the most historic structures in Dayton. The mural will feature 
kaleidoscopic color and patterns that he uses to reflect the human condition and, specific to The 
Co mural, the histories of the Arcade and Dayton as a diverse, Midwestern community. For 
Odita, color in itself has the possibility of mirroring the complexity of the world as much as it has 
the potential for being distinct. In his paintings and murals, he thinks of his colors as agents to 
express thoughts, ideas, place, time, and transformational change. Much of his color selection is 
based on personal memories and created intuitively by hand-mixing so that no two shades are 
ever repeated. 
 
Courtesy of the artist; Jack Shainman Gallery, New York, NY; The Pizzuti Collection, Columbus, OH; and Berggruen 
Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
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